
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of Camp Emmaus,  

We are writing to share with you an exciting and hope-filled next step in the life of 
Camp Emmaus.  

For generations, Camp Emmaus has been a place where kids have encountered God, 
young people have discovered their gifts, and Christian leaders have been formed. But the 
world around us has changed. Across our region, many churches are wrestling with what 
ministry to the next generation will look like. Churches that once had staff youth leaders 
increasingly do not. Synods have fewer resources devoted to children, youth and families. 
Fewer young adults are finding their way into traditional forms of church leadership, and 
there are fewer pastors to go around than ever before.  

We believe that means the mission of Bible camping matters more than ever before. 
And we are guessing you agree!  

Camp Emmaus has experienced many of these challenges firsthand in its recent history. 
And, rather than simply asking how we fill a position or preserve what we have always 
done, we believe this moment gives us an opportunity to ask a bigger question:  

What if Camp Emmaus could help lead the church into what comes next?  

To that end, for the past 14 months, leaders from Camp Emmaus and Luther Crest Bible 
Camp in Alexandria have been prayerfully asking: Could we do more together than either of 
us can do alone? Together, could we offer a bolder Christian witness in our region?  

We believe the answer is yes.  

Our boards and staff have partnered. We've researched programming, governance, 
staffing and—especially—financial feasibility. We've listened to donors, pastors, former 
staff and stakeholders. We've asked hard questions about what it would take to create 
something stronger, bolder and more sustainable that better serves the children, 
students, families and churches of our region.  

 



To that end, our boards unanimously and enthusiastically agreed God is leading us to take 
a bold next step - to become one unified camping organization with two distinct 
ministry locations. Each camp would retain its name, unique character and programming, 
but we would share unified leadership, governance, finances and vision.  

We believe this creates tremendous possibilities. It gives us stable and experienced 
leadership. It expands our capacity to diverse programming, recruit staff, raise financial 
support and partner with churches. Most importantly, it positions Camp Emmaus not simply 
to survive a changing religious landscape, but to help shape what comes next!  

We're writing because we need you. Would you do three things?  

PRAY. Pray for wisdom, courage and continued clarity as we discern this bold new chapter. 
 
JOIN US. Please attend a Special Meeting Meeting on October 4 at 3:00 p.m. at Camp 
Emmaus, where we will consider a resolution authorizing a joint six-person task force to 
complete the detailed legal, financial, governance and programmatic work necessary to 
develop a final unification proposal. Scan the QR code to learn more, read the resolution 
and find answers to frequently asked questions.  

GIVE. Please consider making a special gift to Camp Emmaus to help us do this work well.  

We know change can bring questions. But it can also bring incredible possibility. We believe 
this is one of those moments. This is about positioning Camp Emmaus to become all 
God is calling it to be. Together, we can develop the next generation of Christian leaders. 
Together, we can serve more children, students, families and churches. Together, we can 
offer the bold witness to God's inclusive love and grace that our region so 
desperately needs.  

With gratitude, hope and excitement,  

Rev. Steve Norby  
President  

Mark Jensen  
Treasurer  

Al Judson  
Board Member & Former Director  

Rev. Maddie Elliott  
Acting Interim Executive Director 
 
 


